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whole of Cachar and its hill district under Manipuri
domination. But only for a short time, for these in
their turn were in 1819-20 ousted by the Burmese,
who, conquering the State of Manipur, soon had
Cachar in their hands, which they held till their
aggressions generally at Rangoon, as well as in Assam,
caused the English to declare war upon them, and
their ejection from Assam speedily followed. The
first visit to Khaspur, in Cachar, of any Englishman
at all events any one of note, is that recorded in 1763
by Mr. Verelst from Bengal, who later became
Governor-General ; while the first recorded hostility
between the British and the people of this locality,
namely the vicinity of Cachar, was that which took
place between a detachment of the Honourable East
India Company's troops from Dacca and the Jaintia
Raja's forces at a place twenty-one miles north-north-
east of Sylhet. The Kacharis, as a nation, have
now dwindled into the agricultural communities dwell-
ing in Cachar and scattered about upper Assam ;
while Maibong and the North Cachar hills, so long
their home and capital, have relapsed into ruins and
jungle, except in the lower reaches of the Jetinga
valley, which are now covered with flourishing tea
gardens.

The legendary history of Kamarupa, as Assam was
called by the ancients, perpetuated in the nameKamrup
a district on the north bank of the Brahmaputra, would
show the Hindu Khettri conquerors having dominated
it and having in their turn given way to the Pal
dynasty, and we are brought to the first authentic
information to hand of this country by the Chinese
traveller, Huien Tsiang, in 603 A.D. This has been
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